
Summer 2008                                                                                                           Class 167
 Region 1 and Region 19

Texas

Migrants Break Barriers as
their Voices Reach Congress!*

Washington, D.C. June 10, 2008- Students from El Paso and

the Rio Grande Valley, Texas packed their belongings and

flew to Washington, D.C. to engage Congress.

 

The Experience in Democracy Leadership Program and the

Texas Migrant Education Regions 1 and 19, provided an

opportunity for students to experience a week in D.C. and

learn how to become effective and strong leaders in their

communities.  During this week, students gained hands on

experiences and participated in trainings that provided a

greater understanding of how government works, the power

of interest groups, and how to create their own issues

agenda. 

 

After creating

and completing

the issues agenda,

the participants

presented it to
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Congressmen

Hinojosa and

Reyes and to

Senators Cornyn

and Hutchinson.  This issue agenda included wages,

education, immigration, and the Mexico-U.S. border. The

students proposed solutions to these concerns such as raising

the minimum wage in proportion to increasing living costs. 

Students from the Valley argued that the wall separating
the Mexico-U.S. border jeopardizes the environment and
the economy.  To this Congressman Hinojosa responded,

"...I voted against the building of the wall.  We will be

meeting with the President of the University of Texas at

Brownsville... to talk about the wall going through their

campus..."

 

After having the opportunity of talking to congressional

officials a student from Region 19 mentioned,  "This
program offers a great opportunity for young migrant
students to experience democracy first hand."

The meetings with Texas representatives were extremely

successful. Students strived for perfection and at the end

they left each meeting with their heads held high knowing

they had a voice for their whole community. 

*This newsletter used actual press releases written by the participants themselves as part
of the "Democracy and Media" workshop.
 

"The Bert Corona Leadership Institute promotes civic participation,
education, and economic advancement among youth from
farm-working and developing communities."
 
Sincerely,
 

EDLP Team
The Bert Corona Leadership Institute

The Experience in

Democracy Leadership

program will ensure that

you have an educational

and fun experience

while visiting our

nation's first capital.  A

professional step-on tour

guide will be with your

group throughout the

day and is available to

provide important

historical information

and answer all your

questions.  The

Philadelphia/Baltimore

Experience is all

inclusive and you need

not worry about meals,

transportation,

additional admission

tickets, etc!  Just sit

back and enjoy your

travel through history. 

Experience

Philadelphia/Baltimore

Participants of Class 167 

Region 1, TX
Carolina Carmona    Daniel Castelan     Eva Castellano     Adrian Castillo     Joanna Cruz    

Nora Dominguez     Lyanne Eliserio     San Juana Estrada     Elian Flores     Yvette

Gamez     Luis Garcia     Jesse Garcia     Noe Garcia     Amy Garza     Stephanie Gongora    

Lina Hernandez     Rodolfo Herrera     Leroy Leos     Eleazar Limas     Annai Longoria    

Edgar Lopez    Adriana Luna     Natalia Luna     Marisol Maldonado     Martin Martinez    

Amanda Mendoza     Sindy Morales     Jessica Navarro     Cynthia Prado     Rolando

Quintanilla     Myra Ramirez     Jasmin Ramirez     Rosa Reyes     Karla Rodriguez     Marina

Rosas     Cynthia Salazar     Blanca Sanchez     Kreigh Steussy     Ashley Vasquez     Severita
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Vela     Ryan Villareal 

Sponsors: Roberto Garcia     Anabertha Gonzalez     Gabriel Hernandez     Myriam Tellez    

Luz Zamora  

Region 19, TX
Maite Adriano     Carina Aguayo     Natalie Arredondo     Amanda Banuelos     Jennifer

Barrios     Adrian Barrios     Brian Botello     Jorge Campos     Tania Chavira     Cynthia

Coronado     Raul Cuevas     Tomas Cruz     Alejandro Diaz     Esmeralda Gonzalez    

Cristina Guerrero     Anna Gutierrez     Richard Guzman     Miriam Lopez     Joseph

Lopez     Juan Marquez     Fabiola Martinez     Krizia Mendez     Manuela Moreno     Fermin

Munoz     Gloria Ogaz     Michelle Onate     Jesus Ortega     Karen Parada     Yazmin

Perez     Barbara Ramirez     Crystal Ramos     Ivonne Ramos     Angel Rivera     Fabian

Rubio     Jackie Salomon     Yesenia Salomon  

Sponsors: Neal Baker     Olga Harices     Jose Luis Olivas     Alba Parada     Laura Zuniga 
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