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Positive Feedback from
Congressional Leaders
Allowed Students to Gain
Insight on Important |s-
sues

WASHINGTON, DC - On June 17,
2006, twenty-nine students from El Paso,
TX realized their potential as future lead-
ers after an intensive week of training and
meetings with their Congressional |ead-
ers.

The main objective of the Experience In
Democracy Leadership Program is to
provide a sense of empowerment and
become effective leaders. The training
encompasses teaching the values of de-
mocracy, building and refining |eadership
skills, and entrusting them with the duty
of civic engagement.

The students of Region 19 were moti-
vated to become leaders. The week
started with an educational tour of all the
famous Washington, D.C. sites. The stu-
dents had the opportunity to learn more
about the famous monuments that they
only used to seeintheir history books.

After an exciting day of touring, the stu-
dents were given an intense day of train-
ing and knowledge. They gained insight
on our government and how it really
works. During this training, they created
an issues agenda. In their agenda, they

focused on issues that affect their com- || %

munity and ways they feel they can be
improved.

After their training, Region 19 met with
Congressman Silvestre Reyes, staff mem-
bers from the offices of Senators Kay
Bailey Hutchison and John Cornyn. The
students presented their agendas to their
Congressional leaders and were also
given the opportunity to ask questions
and gain insight on the daily lives of their
Congressman and Senators. Each meeting
was a success and students walked out of
each meeting more confidant than the
last. They left with the motivation to be-
cometrue leadersin their communities.

Student participation in this institute was
made possible by the following sponsors:
Marisela Fernandez
Aurora Martinez
Ana Ansin
Marta Rivera
Elvia Orona
Gabriela Mendoza

Reyes.

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison alongside
El Paso Students.

Congratulations Graduating Class— Region 19, El Paso, TX

Gabriel Elizondo Hazael Leanos Marina Olivares
Cynthia Pena Juan Adame CarlaBanuelos
Pablo Gonzalez Hugo Macias L opez Julio Soto
Tomas Cruz Eduardo Garcia Dionisio Cordero
Miguel Marquez Oscar Lopez Alfredo Nunez
Lorenzo Sanchez Maria Oporto Lucero Alvidrez
ElsaMoreno Veronica Rodriguez Juan Martinez

Yeiny Rodriguez Perez

ErinaRios
Eddy Serna
Martiza Jimenez
Mario Reyves
Antonio Juarez
Jerry Gonzalez
Jacqueline Loweree

110 Maryland Ave. NE, Suite 402 * Washington, DC 20002 * (202) 544-7323 * Fax: (202) 544-7256

Web: www.bcli.info *

E-mail: info@bcli.info



June 12— June 17, 2006

Issues Agenda: Class 150 - El Paso, Texas

These issues, concerns and proposed solutions were developed by EIDLP Class 150. Their purposeisto make a
differencein their communities and make their communities a better place.

We are students representing Migrant Region 19 in El Paso, Texas. We are here today to discussissues that are
affecting our community, and we propose the following:

School Funding

We propose to Congress that schools receive better and more
adequate funding. Classes are being cut due to the lack of
funds and other services students enjoyed in the past that are
no longer available.

~ extracurricular activities to keep students off the streets and
better salariesto hire better teachers.
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Region 19 delegates on Capitol Hill.
Drugsin Schools

Theincreasing presence of drugsin schools target young people, who are already easy prey to peer pressure
and the need to fitin. Theend result isan increase in violence and crime.

We propose that Congress encourage the implementation of programsto offer effective counselingin all
schools. Wewould also like to propose an increase in security inside and outside schoolsin order to make

them safe again.

Immigration

We propose to Congress to approve legislation for a faster legalization
process for those who have lived in the U.S. for along period of time
and have contributed to the economy of this country.

We also believe that awell-planned temporary work permit program
should be considered. The criteriafor both options should be athor-
ough background check to ensure national security.

We thank you for the time you have taken to speak with us regarding
some of the issues facing our community, our proposals and solutions.

El Paso studentsin front of the
Washington Monument.




